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something that lies deep and ineradicable in human nature-
something that refuses to be ignored or expelled. Like any
other form of human activity, the drama may be made to
subserve the silliest or basest as well as the noblest of purposes.
And that is precisely the reason why it must be taken seriously
into account in any scheme of education. The dramatic art now
permeates much of our best teaching, from the kindergarten
upwards, and it is becoming an increasing force in adult
education, not, we repeat, merely to amuse, but because of its
essential effectiveness as an instrument of culture. And perhaps
the chief hope of a less debased professional theatre than we
now possess lies, not so much in an active censorship1 as in the
amateur acting, in every town and village, of plays that are
really worth the time and trouble spent in rehearsing and
producing them. In this connection the word "amateur" often
reverts to its old and proper meaning. Amateur acting is by no
means necessarily poor acting; it is acting which is done for
the love of the thing, and not with a view to gain.
The cinema Some of what is best, and much of what is worst,
in the theatre have been repeated in the motion-
picture show, the cinematograph, or, to use the convenient
abbreviation, the cinema. There is no need to give figures
which would soon be out of date, but it is enough to know that
cinemas abound in every fairly populated country* Some of
the films exhibited are definitely called educational, and they
illustrate subjects drawn from industry, travel, history, biology,
and even religion. But in this chapter we are concerned rather
with those more general influences of the cinema which depend
upon dramatic films, news films, propaganda films, and so on.
Like the theatre, the cinema provides occupation for the
increasing leisure of the people, and, like the theatre, it provides
1 People who advocate the abolition of the censorship ought, if they
were logical, to advocate free trade in firearms and noxious drugs.
'The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil," and there are some
people who will do anything for money.